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Dear Readers:

Thanks to the hard work of the CFWE Board of Trustees, outside 

reviewers, volunteer authors and CFWE staff, in 2003-2004 the Foun-

dation continued to keep non-advocacy educational programs at the 

base of our mission, and to develop a core offering of educational 

products that are consistent in quality and content. We are proud to 

present the results of that hard work in this annual report.

In addition, we would like to thank all of the state’s water lead-

ers and concerned citizens who agreed to take time from their busy 

schedules to be inter-

viewed and photographed. 

We enjoyed sharing your 

stories and having the op-

portunity to learn about 

the many diverse efforts 

ongoing across the state to 

manage and preserve our 

water resources.

And finally, to our many 

members, sponsors, and 

endowing partner the Colo-

rado Water Conservation 

Board—this would not be possible without your support. 

Looking ahead to 2004-2005, we are excited to pursue an ever-expand-

ing range of innovative and thought-provoking new programs, tours and 

publications. 

Your comments and suggestions are always welcome. 

Sincerely,

Karla A. Brown

Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director

Standing on the south end of the future dam embankment, 
Barry Longwell, Animas-La Plata deputy construction engineer, 
explains Ridges Basin Dam construction operations to Karla 
Brown, CFWE executive director. 
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Karla A. Brown
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Created 
by the Colorado General Assem-

bly in 2002, the Foundation holds 

a unique position in that we are the only statewide non-governmental, non-profit organization 

working to provide impartial water resource information and educa-

tional opportunities in the state of Colorado. 

The Foundation holds the balanced and fair treatment of all water issues at the 

core of our mission. Our products and programs are targeted to public decision-makers, water 

professionals, business people, and the school children of Colorado.

To achieve this mission, we rely on the diverse composition of our Board of Trustees. Our 

22-member Board of Trustees  is selected from water and education 

leaders across the state. Each seat on the board represents a geographic and interest area. 

We have board seats dedicated to environment, agriculture, industry, law and recreational 

interests, among others. This diversity  of interests helps guide the 

Foundation in our strategic approach to water education in the state. 

In addition, all educational documents produced by the Foundation are subject to a rig-

orous and structured review process. All documents are submitted to out-

side experts for technical assistance and for input on balanced 
representation of issues. The Board’s eight-member 

editorial committee provides final review to assure technical accuracy, balance, and readability.

History & Values
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Publications

Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Water Conservation
Published in July 2003, this guide was designed to provide an overview of the current water 

conservation initiatives, techniques, incentives and disincentives in Colorado today. 

It is not a “how to” guide for wise water use in the garden or farm: there are many exist-

ing high-quality publications that address that subject. Instead, this guide was intended to 

give teachers, public decision-makers, watershed groups, water professionals and interested 

citizens a comprehensive understanding of what water use efficiency options are available and 

exercised in Colorado today. 

The educational objective of this project is to help citizens evaluate water conservation pro-

grams and implementation statewide and in their community—looking for gaps, areas of im-

provement, and opportunities for innovative solutions to impending water shortages.

Citizen’s Guide to Colorado’s Water Heritage
This guide draws together the expertise of six prominent historians from throughout Colorado 

and the West, each contributing an essay under the uniting theme of “Water & Community: how 

water shapes Colorado’s culture, history, and identity.”   

Selecting different historical time periods, prominent cultural fi gures, and river basins around 

the state, their essays address topics from Puebloan reservoirs in Mesa Verde, to the Reclamation 

Era and the construction of big dams. We are particularly excited to bring to the public’s attention 

Colorado’s Native American, Hispano, and Anglo contributions to our water heritage.

The goal of this guide is to present well-written, authoritative, readable information to citi-

zens about the history of water development and appreciation—in all its manifestations. Our 

target audience for this publication is Colorado decision-makers who have an interest in water, 

although potentially no history-related background. In addition, we anticipate that the guide will 

be of particular interest to Colorado’s high school and college history teachers.

 

Other Citizen’s Guides Available for Purchase:
Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Water Quality Protection

Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Water Law (2004 Revised Edition)

Throughout 2003-2004, the Foundation distributed nearly 14,000 citizen’s guides nationwide. 

Our most-popular guide, the Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Water Law, has become a desktop staple 

for policy makers, as well as a readable reliable resource for the average water consumer.

As prominent British historian John Edward Emerich once said, “The study of 

history strengthens, and straightens, and extends the mind.” 
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Headwaters Magazine
2003-2004 marked the inaugural year of the Foundation’s Headwaters magazine. This quar-

terly magazine features interviews, legal updates, and in-depth articles on fundamental water 

resource topics. Each issue focuses on a central theme selected by the Foundation Board.

Fall 2003—Drought 2002: Colorado’s Driest Year on Record? • Hard Times on the White 

River • Lessons from History—Law & Drought • 2003 Legislative Update

Winter 2004—California’s New Colorado River Diet: What Does It Mean for Colorado?  • 

Chronology of the “Law of the River” • Profile: Paul Testwuide • Book Review: Silver 

Fox of the Rockies

Spring 2004—Change Times, Changing Uses • Water Commissioners Celebrate Their 

125th Anniversary • Groundwater Update • Coors Brewery Charts Its Own Course  

• Improving and Protecting Lakes and Streams  • Whitewater Parks Recognized as 

State’s Newest Beneficial Use

Summer 2004—Watering Growth • Arkansas Valley Water Lease • Reuter-Hess Reser-

voir  • Pagosa Springs Gets Water Wise • Mutual Irrigation Companies Cater to 

New Customers

Web Site
From July 2003-June 2004, www.cfwe.org received slightly more than 40,000 visits to our 

Web site from around the world. 

In the Spring of 2004, the CFWE Web site was redesigned to improve ease of use, and to 

provide a more professional image. This included addition of enhanced features such as:

• Web site search engine

• Quick contact form so visitors can send instant feedback

• Revised navigation and graphics

• New pages with information about upcoming meetings, board members, press releases, 

and membership options

waterEsource – for water contacts online  

In 2004 the Foundation was also pleased to present waterEsource, a searchable 

online list of contacts for media professionals and anyone wondering “who am I go-

ing to call?”  waterEsource can be accessed directly from the Foundation’s Web site, and allows 

visitors to search for contact information by region or topic.

www.cfwe.org/waterEsource

Publications

—Drought 2002: Colorado’s Driest Year on Record? • Hard Times on the White 

Chronology of the “Law of the River” • Profile: Paul Testwuide • Book Review: Silver Chronology of the “Law of the River” • Profile: Paul Testwuide • Book Review: Silver 
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Upper Colorado River Tour
 June 23-25, 2004

Over three packed days, more than 85 participants traveled the Upper Colorado River Basin to discuss 

and learn about water issues affecting the basin and the West. Each day of the tour focused on a specific 

theme: urban, recreational, or agricultural water use. 

Attendees even got a chance to raft down the Colorado River near Glenwood Springs, and learn to set 

a siphon tube at the CSU Fruita Agricultural Experiment Station.

Comments from 2004 attendees:

“Incredibly informative. I learned a lot, made new contacts, and had fun!”

“A good diverse agenda—very balanced and non-biased.”

“Far exceeded my expectations.”

“It was wonderful to get to see things in the field for the first time.”

“For content and format, this is the best tour I’ve been on.”

Tours & Conferences

“It was wonderful to get to see things in the field for the first time.”

“For content and format, this is the best tour I’ve been on.”

Clockwise from the top: Tour par-
ticipants learned about snowmaking 
while looking over Clinton Reservoir 
in Summit County. At the Colorado 
Agricultural Experiment Station Fruita 
Research Center, a panel of local 
farmers explained their concerns 
about irrigation efficiency, water 
quality and sustainability. Dillon 
Reservoir was one of the first tour 
stops, where representatives from 
Denver Water explained how this 
reservoir fits into their larger water 
collection system.
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Water Educators’ Conference
April 6-7, 2004

More than 66 Colorado water educators from around the state attended the first annual Colo-

rado Water Educators’ Conference. The audience included many organizations and individuals 

who help “teach the teachers” about water resources issues, including: municipalities, conser-

vancy districts, universities, conservation districts, watershed groups and water districts.

The conference presentation topics included :

April 6 – Water Festivals 

• Water festival activity ideas

• Water Wagon, traveling water museum  

• CSAP and water festivals

• Local water festival programs  

April 6 – “Best Ideas” Evening Reception

• 13 organizations displayed their various water education programs and ideas from around 

the state

April 7 – Adult and K-12 education

• Drought communication messages 

• Online tools for environmental education    

• Techniques to reach adults/teachers   

• CSAP testing and standards

• Utility/school-system water education partnerships

• Hands-on, experience-based environmental programs

 

Comments from 2004 attendees:

“The Best Ideas Reception was excellent. I learned a lot and made some great 

new contacts.”

“The conference offered wonderful information, sparked imagination, provided 

idea exchange and gave food for thought.”

“I took away something from each presentation and even received information 

from other attendees.”   

“You are on the right track. I look forward to your next conference.”

Tours & Conferences

Peter Roessmann with 
the Colorado River Water 
Conservation District gets 
fourth and fifth grade students 
thinking about rivers as part of 
the Granby Water Festival.
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Teaching the Poetry of Rivers

In early 2004, the Colorado Foundation for Water Education received a grant 

from the Colorado Endowment for the Humanities to develop an online course 

for K-12 teachers called “Teaching the Poetry of Rivers.”

This project is a literacy venture supporting the nationally-renowned Riv-

er of Words poetry contest. At the state level, the Colorado Center for the 

Book (CCB) sponsors the Colorado River of Words Poetry Contest, which 

encourages the interdisciplinary study of watersheds and poetry.

An interactive online course platform provides K-12 teachers with re-

sources and lesson plans combining humanities instruction (critical thinking, 

comparative literature), understanding of water resources, and advancement of 

literacy through creation of original poetry. Online learning is the future of profes-

sional development, and is a highly effective, low-cost way to reach busy teachers. 

Currently over 40 teachers are participating in beta-testing the online programs.

K-12 Programs

“The writing of poetry is not a literary exercise in itself.

It is grounded in the desire to make sense of the world through 

understanding culture and history.”

–CEH Board Trustee

In early 2004, the Colorado Foundation for Water Education received a grant 

from the Colorado Endowment for the Humanities to develop an online course 

for K-12 teachers called “Teaching the Poetry of Rivers.”

er of Words poetry contest. At the state level, the Colorado Center for the 

Book (CCB) sponsors the Colorado River of Words Poetry Contest, which 

encourages the interdisciplinary study of watersheds and poetry.

sources and lesson plans combining humanities instruction (critical thinking, 

comparative literature), understanding of water resources, and advancement of 

literacy through creation of original poetry. Online learning is the future of profes-

sional development, and is a highly effective, low-cost way to reach busy teachers. 
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Membership

CCWCD Groundwater Management Subdistrict • Central Colorado Water Conservancy District • City of Aurora 
Utilities • Colorado River Water Conservation District • Colorado Water Resources & Power Development Authority 
• Coors Brewing Company • Denver Water • Eagle River Water & Sanitation District • MWH • Northern Colorado 
Water Conservancy District • Ute Water Conservancy District

Charter Members

Pioneer Members

Aaron Clay • Anderson & Chapin, P.C. • Angie Graber • Ann Seymour • Anschutz Family Foundation • Aqua  Engineering, Inc • Balcomb & 
Green, P.C. • Barbara Dallemand • Barbara Horn • Barry Cress • Big Thompson Watershed Forum • Brent Schantz • Bucher, Willis & Ratliff • Buck Rulifson • Carol Sullivan • Carolyn 
Clark • Case Ranch • Center Conservation District • Charles Fisk • Charles Howe • Charles McKay • Charles Waneka • Cheyenne County Commissioners • Chris Reichard • Chris 
Rowe • Ciliberto & Associates, LLC • City & County of Broomfield • Coalition for the Upper South Platte • Collins, Cockrel & Cole • Colorado Division of Wildlife • Colorado Farm 
Bureau • Colorado Land Investments • Colorado Rural Water Association • Colorado Water Conservation Board • Colorado Water Officials Association • Colorado Water Workshop 
• Conejos Water Conservancy District • Curry Rosato • Dale Kortz • Daniel Kaup • Daniel Tyler • Danyel Brenner • Dave Rich • David Allen • David Bailey • David Bernhardt • 
David Hallford • David Nelson • David Nickum • David Wagers • Delbert M. Smith • Delta Conservation District • Dianne Miller • Dick Unzelman • Dick Wolfe • Dietze & Davis, PC 
• Division of Water Resources • Don Ament • Don Lewis • Donna Hellyer • Douglas County • Dry West Nursery • East Grand Water Quality Board • Edith Zagona • Edward Kenyon 
• Elaine Davis • Elk Ridge Ranch • Enlarged Southside Irrigation Ditch • Environmental Process Control • ERO Resources Corporation • Ferdinand Hagden Chapter, Trout Unlimited 
• Frank Anesi • Frank McNulty • Friends of the Animas River • Fruitland Domestic Water Company • Gerry Saunders • Gretchen Cerveny • Harold Miskel • Harvest Farm (Denver 
Rescue Mission) • High Line Canal Preservation Association • Hon. Richard Decker • Jack Ferguson • Jake Klein • Janet Bell • Janet Enge • Jason Wolfe • Jay & Dori Van Loan 
• Jeff Goble • Jerry Kenny • Jim Aranci • Joel Plath • John & Susan Maus • John Porter • John Wiener • Jord Gertson • Julio Iturreria • Kathy Jeffrey • Karen Wiley • Katryn 
Leone • Ken Kester • Lawrence J. MacDonnell • Lee Stierwalt • Longmont Community Radio • Luther & Jolene Stromquist • Lynn Herkenhoff • Magro, LLC • Marie Mackenzie 
• Mark & Sara Hermundstad • Mark Campbell • Mark Smith • Martin & Wood Water Consultants • Mary Miller • Matthew Duncan • McCarty Land & Water Valuation • Meaker 
Cemetery District • Melvin Rettig • Merrill, Anderson, King & Harris • Michael Bauer • Miller Ranch Corp • Minion Hydrologic • Moapa Valley Water District • Mohamed Worayeth 
• Nancy Holmes • Nancy Porter • Nathan Fey • National Park Service Black Canyon/Curecanti • Nel Caine • North Fork River Improvement Association • NWCCOG • Office of the 
State Engineer • Patricia Locke • Patrick, Miller & Kropf, P.C. • Paul Lee Turner • Paula Daukas • Peggy & Philip Ford • Penny Lewis • Pete Crabb • Peter Italiano • Raejean Riegel 
• Reagan Waskom • Richard Tremaine • Rick Sackbauer • Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District • Rita Crumpton • Roaring Fork Conservancy • Robert Marx • Rocky Mountain 
Guides Association • Ron Eller • S.S. Papadopulos & Associates • San Juan Water Conservancy District • San Miguel County Commissioners • Sarah Stevens • Scott Hummer & 
Sally Roscoe • Silverlined Productions • South Pueblo County Conservation District • South Reservation Ditch Company • St Vrain Sanitation District • State Rep Diane Hoppe • 
Steven Janssen, Attorney • Steven Parker • Steven Patrick • Sue Petersmann • Tanya Unger Holtz • Taylor Hawes • Terry Huffington • The Hudson Gardens • The Tisdel Law Firm, 
PC • Tom Farber • Tom Pointon • Tomlinson & Associates • Tony Koski • Town of Aguilar • Town of Breckenridge Water Division • Town of Frisco • Town of Telluride Public Works 
Dept • Town of Windsor • Treatment & Technology Inc • Trees, Water & People • Tri-County Water Conservancy District • Troy Bauder • Turkey Creek Soil Conservation District • 
US Fish & Wildlife Service • Vranesh & Raisch, LLP • W. D. Farr • Warner Ranch • Washington Group International, Inc • Water Coalition • WaterWise Resource Action Program • 
Weld County Underground Water Users Assn • Wendy Hanophy • Werner Living Trust • William & Donna Patterson • William & Linda Hanson • Wyoming Water Association

HDR Engineering, Inc • Metro Wastewater Reclamation District • Southwestern Water Conservation District

Applegate Group • Board of Water Works of Pueblo • City of Grand Junction Utilities • Duncan Ostrander & Dingess • Porzak 
Browning & Bushong • Robert T. Sakata • St. Vrain & Left Hand Water Conservancy District • Summit County Board of Commissioners • Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy District 
• White & Jankowski

Arkansas River Outfitters Association • AWWA, Rocky Mountain Section • Ayres Associates • Bishop-Brogden Associates • Black & 
Veatch Corporation • Bouvette Consulting • Centennial Conservation District • Centennial Water & Sanitation District • City of Boulder Water Quality & Environmental Services • 
City of Westminster • Clifton Gunderson LLP • Colorado Springs Utilities • Colorado State Conservation Board • David & Linda Overlin • Delta County Commissioners • Fort Collins 
Utilities • Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr. • Gregory Hoskin • Hydrosphere Resource Consultants • Inverness Water & Sanitation District • L.G. Everist, Inc • Leonard Rice Engineers • Lower 
Arkansas Valley Water Conservancy Dist • Mesa County • Middle Park Water Conservancy Dist • Pete Gunderson • Platte Canyon Water & Sanitation District • Roxborough Park 
Metro District • Rutt Bridges • Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District • Town of Fraser • Wheatland Electric Cooperative • Y-W Electric Association, Inc

Sustaining Members

Associate Members

Individual Members

Colorado Water Conservation Board
Endowing Partner

Thank you!
First Annual Membership Campaign

T O  A L L  T H O S E  W H O  S U P P O R T E D  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  I N  O U R



10 COLORADO FOUNDATION FOR WATER EDUCATION



 2003-2004 ANNUAL REPORT 11

COLORADO FOUNDATION FOR WATER EDUCATION

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
June 30, 2004

2004 2003
ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash $ 75,620 $ 148,134
Accounts Receivable -  1,309
Inventory 21,739 6,371

1,719 1,719

    TOTAL ASSETS $ 99,078 $ 157,533

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable $ 1,902 $ 2,459
Payroll Taxes Payable 4,525 3,817

    Total Current Liabilities 6,427 6,276

Net Assets
Unrestricted 92,651 25,435
Temporarily Restricted -  125,822

    TOTAL NET ASSETS 92,651 151,257

    TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 99,078 $ 157,533

.
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COLORADO FOUNDATION FOR WATER EDUCATION

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
Year Ended June 30, 2004

Increase (Decrease) in Cash

2004 2003
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
  Cash Received from
     CWCB Endowment $ 150,000 $ 250,000
     Donations 16,755 5,250
     Sale of Materials 9,425 12,431
     Educational Services 30,652 -  
     Membership Revenue 48,000 -  
     Other Revenue 3,593 -  
     Interest Income 421 74
     Payments to Suppliers (331,360) (119,621)

     NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES (72,514) 148,134

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, Beginning of Year 148,134 -  

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, End of Year $ 75,620 $ 148,134

RECONCILIATION OF CHANGE IN NET ASSETS TO NET CASH
  PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
    Change in Net Assets $ (58,606) $ 151,257
    Adjustments to Reconcile Change in Net Assets to Net Cash
    Provided by Operating Activities
       Changes in Assets and Liabilities
           Accounts Receivable 1,309 (1,309)
           Inventory (15,368) (6,371)
           Security Deposit -  (1,719)
           Accounts Payable (557) 2,459
           Payroll Taxes Payable 708 3,817

     Total Adjustments (13,908) (3,123)

Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities $ (72,514) $ 148,134

Non-Cash Activities
In-Kind Donations $ 15,500 $ 13,050


