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Colorado Foundation for Water Education was created in 

2002 by the Colorado General Assembly.  It holds the unique 

position of being the only statewide, non-governmental, non-

advocacy, non-profit organization working to provide water resource 

information and educational programs to the people of the State of Colo-

rado. 

 

The Foundation’s dedication to an even-handed representation of water 

issues is central to its mission.  The educational publications and pro-

grams offered are designed to benefit public decision-makers, water pro-

fessionals, business people, and the citizens of Colorado at-large. 

 

A key facet of achieving this mission is the CFWE Board of Trustees.  

Comprised of  22 water and education leaders from across the state, the 

Board contributes not only expertise to the Foundation, but a diversity of 

geography and interest.  Having a board comprised of environmental, 

agricultural, industrial and legal experts affords the Foundation the lead-

ership necessary to achieve its mission. 

 

Consequently, all programs and publications coming from the CFWE are 

subject to a rigorous and structured review process.  Publications, includ-

ing our magazine Headwaters, and our Citizen’s Guide series, are sub-

mitted to outside experts for technical assistance and input on balanced 

representation of the issues.   

 

In non-publication activities, like our Water Leaders Program, we strive 

to bring rising water professionals with unique interests and agendas to 

the table to focus on professional development.  The goal is to provide 

individuals within the water community and citizens at-large the infor-

mation and perspective necessary to successfully manage our most pre-

cious resource into the 21st century. 
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Mission Statement 

Promote better understanding of Colorado’s water resources 

and issues through balanced and accurate information and 

education. 

Vision Statements 

 Citizens of Colorado make sound water management decisions by 
working together in an economic, social and environmentally sound 

manner 
 

 People understand limitations to water availability and act accord-
ingly 
 

 Children know where their water comes from 
 

 Water resource issues remain important in the public consciousness 
even after periods of drought 
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Publications 

Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Climate Change 
 
The eighth guide in the series, The Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Climate Change pro-

vides an in depth look at a phenomenon that will affect everyone, including Colorado 

water users.  Written primarily by State Climatologist Nolan Doesken and Western Wa-

ter Assessment director Brad Udall, the guide explains climate modeling and takes a look 

at possible effects of climate change on our state, both as a whole and as it particularly 

pertains to water resource issues.. 

Citizen’s Guide Series 

Headwaters Magazine 

The Colorado  Foundation for Water Education has published a new Citizen’s Guide for 2007-2008.  It is 
a complement to the 7 other guides in the series.  Beginning with our flagship Citizen’s Guide to Colo-
rado Water Law, the series has become a go-to source for water information in the state. 

Published three times a year, Headwaters magazine has become a trusted source for up-to-date news from 
the world of Colorado water.  This year, the magazine focused on the Arkansas river basin, wildlife and 
its symbiotic relationship with watersheds in the state and an examination of public land issues that relate 
to water. 

 

 
 

Issue 17: Summer 2008 
 
Stream of Visions: Public Land Issues 
The uses of public land are more numerous now than could have been anticipated.  
This issue focuses how public land and water are intertwined.  Issues such as min-
ing, fire suppression and Wild and Scenic river designation are all illuminated in this 
issue. 

Issue 15: Fall 2007 
 
Rising Expectations: The Arkansas River Basin 
This year’s river basin issue focused on the Arkansas River.  Current issues in the 
upper and lower Arkansas basins were discussed.  Among them were the recrea-
tional nature of the upper Ark, cooperative efforts in the management of Fountain 
Creek and moving certain Fry-Ark programs forward. 

Issue 16: Winter 2007/2008 
 
Along the Edge of the Water: Focus on Wildlife 
 The Wildlife focus of this issue took readers all over the state.  From the belea-
guered Bonny Lake to the rise of wildlife mitigation as a increasingly pressing con-
sideration in water development, this issue covered a lot of ground.  There was a 
current account of Colorado’s problems with endangered species and a spotlight 
on interstate cooperation in some mitigation matters. 
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Here is what some of the attendees had to say: 

“The tour highlighted several different operations and areas of the South Platte and 

gave people a good overall understanding of what happens on a day to day basis in 

the basin,”  

 
"Incredibly informative. I learned a lot, made great contacts, and had fun!" 

 
"A good, diverse agenda -- very balanced and non-biased." 

 
"Far exceeded my expectations." 

 
"It was wonderful to get to see things in the field for the first time." 

 
"Excellent mix of speakers.  Presentations were excellent, and timely topics." 

 
"For content and format, this is the best tour I've been on." 

 
"A good tour with good balance on agricultural, municipal, industry, recreation and 

environmental needs." 
 

"Highly informative and educational." 
 

South Platte Tour 
June 19-20, 2008 

On June 19th, 2008, the Colorado 
Foundation for Water Education held 
its annual river basin tour.  This two 
day educational event focused on the 
South Platte basin.  Eighty-four atten-
dees from diverse backgrounds, 
many of whom have a stake in the 
river’s effective and mindful admini-
stration in the years to come, visited 
the stops, listened to the speakers and 
formed their own opinions about the 
myriad water administration issues of 
the basin. 

Tour participants were educated 
about several issues of importance to 
the basin.  From regulatory issues 
such as calls on the river, to large 
projects such as the Arkansas Valley 
Super Ditch and the Tamarack pro-
ject, the tour served as a well-
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rounded introduction into the inner
-workings of the South Platte. 

Much of the focus of this year’s 
tour was on adapting to changing 
water use patterns and the ability to 
deal with the anticipated continua-
tion of this trend. 

As a result of the tour, participants 
emerged with a clearer picture of 
the South Platte basin.  Given the 
diversity of tour presenters and 
participants—state legislators, 
farmers, lawyers, and water admin-
istrators, among others—the 
knowledge imparted by the tour 
will afford the key decision makers 
in attendance a greater and more 
nuanced understanding of the 
South Platte basin. 



Tours, Events and Programs 

2nd Annual Friends of Water Education Golf Classic 

 

On July 20th, 2007, the Founda-

tion held its 2nd annual golf tour-

nament.  The tournament served 

as a networking opportunity for 

leaders in the water field as well 

as a fundraiser for the Foundation.  

In the end, 77 golfers took to the 

links at Arrowhead golf course in 

Littleton.  The tournament raised 

vital funds for the Foundation. 

  With the help of sponsors like 

the Colorado Water Resources 

and Power Development Author-

ity, Parker Water and Sanitation 

and MWH, the tournament 

proved to be a great success. 
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Tours, Events and Programs 

The Water Leaders Program 

   he Colorado Foundation for 

Water Education is committed 

to providing education and 

leadership opportunities to 

professionals throughout the 

West. The Water Leaders Pro-

gram was created in 2006 to 

offer emerging Colorado pro-

fessionals the opportunity to 

develop their leadership poten-

tial with a focus on water re-

sources issues. The year-long 

program provides training in 

conflict resolution, communi-

cation and negotiation to par-

ticipants from across Colorado. 

The program also includes ex-

tensive self-assessment and 

networking opportunities. 

   By identifying emerging 

leaders in the water field and 

nurturing their professional 

development, the CFWE hopes 

to create a situation where 

water leaders from across the 

state possess the appropriate 

managerial tools to navigate 

the contentious world of water. 

   With professional develop-

ment training provided by re-

spected management consult-

ant Len Loudis, the water lead-

ers program allows up-and-

comers in  Colorado water to 

forge their path with greater 

connections and confidence. 

2007 Participant Roster 
 

Richard Marsicek—City of Aurora 

Matthew Lindburg—Brown and Caldwell 

Scott Hummer—Colorado Division of Water Resources 

Jeffrey Bandy—Boyle Engineering Corporation 

Beorn Courtney—Headwaters Corporation 

David Frommell—DU Law 

Craig Ullmann—Applegate Group, Inc. 

Richard Vidmar—City of Aurora 

Kate Muldoon—Riverside Technology, Inc. 
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Tours, Events and Programs 

The President’s Award 

The Colorado Foundation for Water Education annually recognizes an individual, individuals, or an or-
ganization, for their significant leadership, achievement, and contribution to water education for Colo-
rado citizens.  The recipient/s are honored in an award ceremony that highlights their accomplishments 
and dedication to water education.  Last year’s recipient was Routt County’s John Fetcher and this year 
the award went to Ken and Ruth Wright of Boulder.  The Wright’s work in the field of water policy, 
water engineering and paleohydrology is coupled with a passion for philanthropy and the desire to share 
their work with the world.  The President’s Award reception is not just a fundraiser, but also a chance to 
honor the remarkable achievements of people who have given so much to the state of Colorado and, in 
the case of the Wrights, the world. 

—Hon. Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr. 
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