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Mission Statement 

Promote better understanding of Colorado’s water resources 

and issues through balanced and accurate information and 

education. 

Vision Statement 

Coloradans, through an improved understanding of water’s  
 

complexities and trade-offs, make informed water decisions. 
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Who We Are, What We Do 

he  rivers,  lakes  and  groundwater  aquifers  in 
Colorado are  limited  resources  that  sustain our 
economy, environment and people.  In addition, 

these water  resources  are  the  headwaters  to  18  down‐
stream  states,  keeping  the  eyes  of  the  West  firmly  on 
Colorado’s water management  decisions.   With  growing 
water  demands  that will  exceed  supplies  in  the  next  20 
years, now  is  a  critical  time  to balance  the needs of our 
population  with  the  needs  of  our  environment  and  our 
neighbors.    The  often  adversarial ways  of  the  past must 
change  if we are  to make  smart decisions  for Colorado’s 
future.   
 
Water planning  in Colorado  is  typically done  at  the  local 
level, and there is no statewide entity that has authority to 
create or enforce a comprehensive, strategic approach to 
making difficult water resource decisions.   It  is  imperative 
that  decision‐makers  at  all  levels  and  their  constituents 
have access  to accurate, unbiased water  information and 
education.    CFWE’s  ethic  –  that  informed  decisions  are 
better decisions‐‐ is the only way that various interests and 
groups  can  come  together  in  a  spirit  of  dialog  to make 
critically  important choices that will  impact the  lives of all 
Coloradans for generations to come.   
 
CFWE  is the only statewide non‐profit, non‐governmental 
organization  whose  purpose  is  to  provide  accurate  and 
unbiased water resource  information and education.   We 
play a critically  important, otherwise unfilled role  in Colo‐
rado’s water landscape.  

T 

San Miguel River 
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Publications 

Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Water Law, 3rd Edition 
 
In 2009, the CFWE’s oldest and most popular publication was given a facelift.  The first 
revision of this text since 2004 allows the Guide to delve into new issues on the table.  
Legal developments in augmentation planning and groundwater administration are cov-
ered, rainwater harvesting is discussed, and new court cases affecting water administra-
tion in the State are included in the analysis.  Authored by CFWE Board Member and 
State Supreme Court Justice Gregory Hobbs, the Citizen’s Guide to Colorado Water Law 
is the best introduction to and primer on Colorado Water Law available today. 

Citizen’s Guide Series 

Headwaters Magazine 

The Citizen’s Guide series of publications offer quick-reference to several of the most discussed topics   
in water today. This year, the Foundation started work on a Citizen’s Guide to Colorado’s Interstate Com-
pacts, scheduled for release in early 2010.  A third edition of our flagship publication, the Citizen’s Guide 
to Colorado Water Law was also released. 

Published three times a year, Headwaters magazine has become a trusted source for up-to-date news from 
the world of Colorado water.  This year, the magazine focused on the South Platte basin, Colorado’s intra-
state water supply planning, and water administration and the State Engineer’s office. 

 
 

 

Issue 20: Summer 2009 
 
Scarcity Rules: Administering Colorado’s Water Resource 
Water administration isn’t often an easy job.  In this issue, the task of administering 
Colorado’s water is investigated from the boots-on-the-ground water commissioners 
to the State Engineer himself.  There is also discussion of methods to measure wa-
ter, sustainability, and non-consumptive water rights. 

Issue 18: Winter 2009 
 
South Platte Focus 
This issue covers the history, major water administration issues, current basin 
roundtable projects, conservation efforts, and agricultural concerns of the South 
Platte basin.   

Issue 19: Spring 2009 
 
Colorado’s Water Supply Future: Cooperation vs. Competition 
By covering the work of the Inter-basin Compact Committee and the various basin 
roundtables, this issue examines the benefits and challenges of a process de-
signed to bring disparate interests to the table for the purpose of planning for the 
future.  
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Here is what some of the attendees had to say: 
““It was pretty great . . .  It was especially good to have so many legislators and water leaders there to share our  

information with.”  
 

“It was all interesting and relevant!  You did a great job.”  
 

“I had a wonderful time, learned a lot, and met some fascinating people.”  
 

“There wasn’t a single part of the tour that I didn’t enjoy.  I loved Creede and the various ranches we were able to visit.  
CFWE is to be commended on the varied and interesting tour.”  

 
“Seeing and talking to the local people is invaluable.”  

Rio Grande Tour 
June 18-19, 2009 

The Foundation chose the Rio 
Grande basin in the beautiful San 
Luis Valley for this year’s river basin 
tour.   

Pre-tour activities consisted of an 
educational river rafting trip and a 
tour of the Acequias of  the Costilla 
County—some of the oldest commu-
nal waterways in the nation.  114 
participants, including water provid-
ers, state legislators, water engineers, 
lawyers and curious citizens alike 
enjoyed two sun-drenched and con-
tent-filled days in the valley. 

With trips to various ranches and 
farms, a fish hatchery, a solar power 
plant, and a former mining facility, 
tour participants got a relatively com-
prehensive view of water resource 

Tours, Events and Programs 

issues in the Rio Grande basin.  
The tour concluded with a very 
informative presentation on the 
hydrology of the Great Sand Dunes 
National Park. 
 
All in all, it was one of the most 
successful tours in CFWE history, 
thanks in large part to the gracious-
ness of all of water experts in the 
San Luis Valley who were willing 
to participate and share their 
knowledge with tour attendees.  
Next year, CFWE’s tour will be 
just over the pass, exploring the 
San Juan, San Miguel and Dolores 
basins of Southwestern Colorado.  
If the Rio Grande tour is any indi-
cation of the future, it should be 
both entertaining and informative. 

Participants learn about the effects 
of mining just outside the town of 
Creede 

A Rio Grande rafting trip was part 
of this year’s pre-tour recreational 
activities. 

Tour participants at the Rio Ox-
bow Ranch near Alamosa. 

5 



Tours, Events and Programs 

3rd Annual Friends of Water Education Golf Classic 

On July 25, 2008 the CFWE hosted its 
3rd annual golf tournament.  76 play-
ers from across the water world took 
to the links to raise vital funds for 
Foundation programs and activities. 
 
The tournament served as a great net-
working opportunity for those in-
volved and as an opportunity for the 
Foundation to support its mission. 
 
Held at Red Hawk Ridge Golf Course 
in Castle Rock, Colorado, the tourna-
ment was won by MWH Team A.  A 
post-tournament awards reception and 
silent auction allowed tournament 
contestants a chance to meet and greet 
after a beautiful day on the course. 
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Tours, Events and Programs 

The Water Leaders Program 

   he Colorado Foundation for 

Water Education is committed 

to providing education and 

leadership opportunities to 

professionals throughout the 

West. The Water Leaders Pro-

gram was created in 2006 to 

offer emerging Colorado pro-

fessionals the opportunity to 

develop their leadership poten-

tial with a focus on water re-

sources issues. The year-long 

program provides training in 

conflict resolution, communi-

cation and negotiation to par-

ticipants from across Colorado. 

The program also includes ex-

tensive self-assessment and 

networking opportunities. 

   By identifying emerging 

leaders in the water field and 

nurturing their professional 

development, the CFWE hopes 

to create a situation where 

water leaders from across the 

state possess the appropriate 

managerial tools to navigate 

the contentious world of water. 

   With professional develop-

ment training provided by re-

spected management consult-

ant Len Loudis, the water lead-

ers program allows up-and-

comers in  Colorado water to 

forge their path with greater 

connections and confidence. 

2008 Participant Roster 
 

Amy Beatie—Colorado Water Trust 
Kim Elkins—City of Boulder 

Daria Giron—Leonard Rice Engineers 
Steve Lundt—Metro Wastewater Reclamation District 
Mark McClusky—Camp, Dresser & McKee, Inc. 

CJ McKeral—US Bureau of Reclamation 
Ken Neubecker—Colorado Trout Unlimited 

Tara Schutter—Applegate Group 
Nicole Seltzer—Colorado Foundation for Water Education 

Laurel Stadjuhar—Bishop-Brogden Associates 
Curran Trick—Jackson County 

Rob White—Colorado State Parks—Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area 

2008 Water Leaders Mark McCluskey and Daria Giron 

7 



Tours, Events and Programs 

The President’s Award 

The Colorado Foundation for Water Education annually recognizes an individual, individuals, or an or-
ganization, for their significant leadership, achievement, and contribution to water education for Colo-
rado citizens.  The recipient/s are honored in an award ceremony that highlights their accomplishments 
and dedication to water education.  Last year’s recipients were Ken and Ruth Wright and this year the 
award went to Dick Bratton.  In addition to running a successful legal practice for nearly 40 years, Mr. 
Bratton was responsible for establishing the Gunnison Water Workshop at Western State College.  Brat-
ton was also behind the founding of the CFWE’s predecessor, the Colorado Water Education Founda-
tion.  The President’s Award reception is not just a fundraiser, but also a chance to honor the remarkable 
achievements of a person who has given so much to Colorado and its people by  a commitment to water 
education with, in Mr. Bratton’s words, “all responsible positions fairly represented.” 

Bratton (left) being presented the President’s Award 
by State Supreme Court Justice Gregory J. Hobbs. 

The crowd enjoys the President’s Award festivities at 
Cableland Mansion. 
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Tours, Events and Programs 

Working with the IBCC and the Basin Roundtables 

n 2009, the Colorado Foundation 
for Water Education worked ex-
tensively with the Inter-Basin 

Compact Committee and the associated 
Basin Roundtables.  One of the Founda-
tion’s main duties was to facilitate the 
Public Education, Participation and Out-
reach Workgroup (PEPO). 
 
In addition to holding quarterly PEPO 
meetings, the CFWE completed a educa-
tional needs assessment survey of over 
250 Roundtable members.  After the col-
lecting the data and analyzing the results, 
CFWE staff worked closely with the In-
trastate Water Management and Develop-
ment (IWMD) section of the CWCB 
(second row, left) to identify educational 
priorities in each basin and in the state at-
large. 
 
The Foundation’s Spring 2009 issue of 
Headwaters was devoted entirely to exam-
ining intrastate water supply issues and 
focused heavily on the activities of the 
IBCC and the Basin Roundtables. 
 
Additionally, the Foundation assisted in 
developing a process to submit new con-
tent from PEPO and each roundtable on the 
IBCC website. 
 
Finally, the Foundation’s work with the 
IBCC allowed them to offer scholarships 
for the Rio Grande basin tour and the Gun-
nison Water Workshop to deserving appli-
cants.  As a result, nearly 20 scholarship 
recipients were able to take part in these 
valuable educational events. 

I 

 
As part of the IBCC issue of Headwaters, the Foundation had 
members of the committee photograph themselves.  Above are the 
members of the PEPO workgroup. 

Right: A graph from the educational needs assess-
ment showing the areas where expertise of Round-
table members could be improved.  Through the 
survey process, the CFWE was able to work with its 
partners to develop strategies for providing educa-
tion to Roundtable members and to promote par-
ticipation from the public at-large 
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Thank You! 
The Colorado Foundation for Water Education would like to sincerely thank all of the organizations and individuals 

who have provided their financial support in 2009. Our work would not be possible without you. 

Endowing Partner 

Colorado Water Conservation Board 
Charter Members 

Aurora Water; Board of Water Works of Pueblo; Bureau of Reclamation ‐ Western Colorado Area Office; Camp 
Dresser and McKee; Central Colorado Water Conservancy District; Colorado Association of Realtors; Colorado 
River Water Conservation District; Colorado Water Resources and Power Development Authority; Denver         

Suburban Water District; Denver Water; MillerCoors; MWH; Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District;  Rio 
Grande Water Conservation District; Southwestern Water Conservation District; Upper Gunnison River Water 

Conservancy District; Ute Water Conservancy District; Vranesh and Raisch, LLP. 

Pioneer Members 
Brown and Caldwell; City of Longmont; Colorado Potato Administrative Committee; Colorado Springs Utilities; Consolidated 
Mutual Water Company; Douglas County Water Resource Authority; Leonard Rice Engineers; Lower South Platte Water      

Conservancy District;  Metro Wastewater Reclamation District; Rio Grande Valley Water Users Association; Robert T. Sakata; 
San Luis Valley Irrigation Co.; San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District; Tri‐State Generation and Transmission Association. 

Sustaining Members 
AMEC; Applegate Group; Carlson, Hammond & Paddock; Castle Pines North Metropolitan District; City of Grand Junction ‐ Utilities; 

City of Thornton; Colorado Bar Association; Left Hand Water District; Merrick & Company; Nolte & Associates; Orchard Mesa          
Irrigation District PAT/PAC Colorado Dairy Farmers;  Stanek Constructors, Inc.; Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy District; Weld 

County Farm Bureau; Western State College; William, Turner and Holmes, PC. 

Associate Members 
Aqua Engineering, Inc.; Arkansas River Outfitters Association; Ayres Associates; Black and Veatch; Richard Bratton; Center Conservation  

District; Christiansen Corporate Resources; Colorado Municipal League; Delta Conservation District; Douglas County ‐ Community                
Development; Duncan, Ostrander and Dingess, P.C.;  George K Baum and Company; Grand County; Guaranty Bank; Headwaters Corporation; 
High County Hydrology; Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr.; Hoskin, Farina, Aldrich & Kampf; Hydro Construction Co, Inc.; Kogovsek and Associates, Inc.; 

Middle Park Water Conservancy District; Palisade Irrigation District; Jonathon Perlmutter; Platte Canyon Water and Sanitation District; Rocky 
Mountain Agribusiness Assn.; Roxborough Water and Sanitation District; Sherman & Howard; St Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy 

District; Dick Unzelman; Wheatland Electric Co‐op; Janet Williams; Y‐W Electric Assoc, Inc. 

Watershed Members 
Anderson and Chapin, P.C.;  Animas Consolidated Ditch Company; Anschutz Family Foundation; Bernard Lyon Gaddis and Khan; Bishop‐Brogden    Associates; 

Boulder County Parks and Open Space; City of Westminster;  Collins, Cockrel and Cole, PC; Colorado Association of Conservation Districts;  Colorado Stone, Sand 
and Gravel Association; Colorado Water Trust; Deere and Ault Consultants, Inc; ERO Resources Corp.; Farmers Grain Co.; Paul Frohardt; Gilpin County          

Commissioner; Helton and Williamsen, PC; Diane Hoppe; Scott Hummer; John C Halepaska and Associates Inc.; Taylor Hawes; Kennedy/Jenks Consultants; Greg 
Larson;  Lutin Curlee Family Partnership, Ltd.; John & Susan Maus; Jack McCormick; Dale Mitchell; Porzak Browning and Bushong; John & Nancy Porter; Roaring 

Fork Conservancy; Ann Seymour; Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District; TEC Inc.; Daniel Tyler; US Fish and Wildlife Service; Reagan Waskom;  
Water Colorado, LLC; White and Jankowski; Fred Wolf 

Individual Members 
Steven Acquafresca; Bill Alt; Kenneth Anderson; Rick Anderson; Susan Andrews; Frank Anesi; Clarissa Arellano; Tony Arnett; Carl Bachhuber; Steve Baer; David Bailey;  Carol 

Barber; Denise Marie Bates; Jini Bates; David Batts; Troy Bauder; Jeff Berlin; David Berry; Mike Berry; Chris Bieker; Tillie Bishop; Ronald Blatchley; Chad Bledsoe; Linda 
Bledsoe; John Bliese; Sharon Bokan; Lacey Books; Ann M Brady; Rob Buirgy; Kathleen Butler; Josephine Carpenter; Gretchen Cerveny; Ron Childs; Aaron Clay; Amy S     
Conklin; John Cordes; Pete Crabb; Barry Cress; Rita Crumpton; Don Cummins; Paul V Dannels; Ray Derr; Kelly DiNatale; Joseph Dischinger; Lewis H Entz; Harold Evans; 

Terrance Ferebee; Nathan Fey; Barney J Fix; Thomas Flanagan, Jr.; Katy Flynn; Wayde Forrester; Jack Fox; Neil Gamblin; Richard Gilbert; William T Goetz; Wayne Goin; Pete 
Gunderson; David Hallford; Wendy Hanophy; Duane Hanson; Johanna Harden; Paul Harms; Raymond Harriman; Bob & Sue Helm; William Hendrickson; Mike Herbst; Mark 
& Sara Hermundstad; Kinsey Holton; Barbara Horn; Nancy Hurt; Will Hutchins; Robert Huzjak; Robert Jackson; Marian Jacobsen; Lynn and Joan Johnson; Toby Johnson; 

Korey Kadrmas; Pete Kasper; Russell Kemp; Amy Klabunde; Kirk Klancke; Jake Klein; Walter Knudsen; Kim Koehn; Chris Kraft; Sam J Krage; Kate Kramer; Robert Krassa; Bruce 
Kroeker; Ramsey Kropf; Rod Kuharich; Barbara Lambert; Greg Larson; Wesley LaVanchy; Charles Lawler; Patrick Lawler; Katryn Leone; Scott Leslie; Mark Levorsen; Richard 
Lichtenheld; Anthony Lippis; Mary Sue Liss; Marie Livingston; Patricia Locke; Tom Long; Becky Long; Robert Longenbaugh; James Luey; Andrew Mackie; Meghan Maloney; 
Mary Marchun; Zach Margolis; Tyler Martineau; Donald Martinusen; Steve Maxwell; Murray McCaig; Bryan McCarty; Kevin McCarty; Charles McKay; Rick McLoud; Rich 

Meredith; Jim Miller; Harold Miskel; James Montgomery; Larry Morgan; Andrew Mueller; Patrick F Mulhern; David L Nelson; John Norton; Stevan O Brian; Michael O Grady; 
John Orr; Jack Perrin; Mark Perry; Drew Peternell; Stan Peters; Connie Peterson; J. T. Pickarts; John Redifer; Michael Reeg; Chris Reichard; David A. Reinertsen; Melvin  
Rettig; Rachel Richards; Gary Roberts; Bob Robins; Ellen Robinson; Kelly Roesch; Steve Rogers; Chris Rowe; Janet Rowland; Rick Sackbauer; John Sayre; Erich Schwiesow; 

Donald Schwindt; Stephen Seltzer; Tom Sharp; Douglas Shriver; George Sibley; Sonja Sjoholm‐deHaas; Jay Skinner; Gregory M Smith; Jo Ann Sorensen; Vicky Sprague; Phillip 
A Steininger; Luther Stromquist; James Taylor; Megan Thomas; Phyllis Thomas; Carl Trick; Dale Trowbridge; Horst Ueblacker; Paul van der Heijde; Jay Van Loan; Tom Ver‐
quer; Richard von Bernuth; Marc Waage; Dennis Wagner; William Wangnild; Chuck Wanner; Robert Ward; Russell Waring; Tom Waymire; David Wegner; Carrie S Weiss; 

Tim Werkley; Jody L Williams; Dick Wolfe; Jason R Wolfe; Connie Woodhouse; Lane Wyatt; Kirby Wynn; Edith Zagona; Kenneth Zaring; Christa Zemlin; Patti Zink. 









 

















To promote better understanding of water 
resources and issues through balanced and 
accurate information and education. 


